ROSTER CHANGES

9-16	COPPERFIELDS reserve M Sweeney, activate K Young from the Reserve List.

9-16	SIX PACKS activate T Hollandsworth from the Reserve List for September Roster Expansion.

9-16	RUFFINS reserve J Allensworth, activate J Hamilton from the Reserve List.

9-16	LAMBCHOPS activate D Young from the Reserve List for September Roster Expansion.

9-16	LAMBCHOPS reserve M Kelly, activate C Floyd from the Reserve List.



The CFCL’s Realignment Plan

The CFCL Executive Committee, joined by ex-Committee members Kelly Barone and Dave Holian, has been busy this last week trying to piece together a strategy for handling major league realignment.  By the time you read this, the major leagues may have announced what their plans are, but we wanted to have something in place before the announcement so we wouldn’t be influenced by which and how many teams are switching leagues.



We’re still hammering out some details, but in brief, we’ve decided to go with a Realignment Draft.  Each player that a CFCL team loses to the AL via realignment will be assigned a compensation value which will be calculated by averaging their 1997 CFCL salary and their 1997 value as calculated on the TQS web page.  The 1997 value will be weighted three times more than the salary.



Then, sometime after the major league expansion draft in November, we’ll hold a Realignment Draft.  Each team will have a budget for the draft equal to the sum of the compensation values for all the players they lost.  Teams will be able to use this budget to bid on players from the rosters of teams that moved from the AL to the NL.



There are all kinds of details that we’re documenting and we’ll send out complete rules as the time approaches, but I wanted to update everyone on our plans, which should make for a very interesting off season indeed.





Bonus Quote From Whitey

Last week, when I was searching for a quote from Richie Ashburn to use on this week’s envelopes, I came across the following.  It really wouldn’t have been right for the front of the envelope, but I thought everyone would enjoy it anyway.  This one’s for Dave Holian in particular:



As an announcer for the Phillies in 1982, there was a pause in the game while Met left fielder Dave Kingman’s glove was mended.  Ashburn’s comment:  “They should have called a welder.”





� Realignment - A Fan’s Proposal

My Dad, an original member of the CFCL as owner of Fred’s Friars, is pretty much a traditionalist when it comes to baseball (where do you think I got it?).  So I figured he’d be dead-set against realignment.  He surprised me, however, by coming up with a realignment plan of his own, and I must say it’s one of the best I’ve seen.



He calls for a return to the traditional single-division National and American Leagues, with the addition of two new leagues:



					      FRED’S PROPOSAL

NATIONAL�AMERICAN�FEDERAL�CONTINENTAL��Braves�Athletics�Blue Jays�Angels��Cardinals�Indians�Brewers�Astros��Cubs�Orioles�Expos�Diamond Backs��Dodgers�Red Sox�Marlins�Mariners��Giants�Tigers�Mets�Padres��Phillies�Twins�Devil Rays�Rangers��Pirates�White Sox�Royals�Rockies��Reds�Yankees����

The next two expansion teams would go in the open slots in the Federal and Continental Leagues.  Teams would play 154 game schedules, with required double headers on Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, and April 20 (my Dad’s birthday).  Of course, there would be no DH anywhere.



The National and American League champs would meet in a best-of-7 playoff, as would the champs of the Federal and Continental Leagues.  The winners of each playoff would meet in a best-of-11 World Series.  



Sounds good to me!



Record Book

No new records this week.  C’mon guys, there’s only a week left to make your mark!



CAT�TEAM�STAT�PERIOD END��HR�Ruffins�16�7/7/97��RBI�Ruffins�60�9/1/97��SB�Ruffins�20�7/29/97��BA�ForGoetz Me Nots�.3593�6/2/97��W�Copperfields�FlatFeet�Dem Rebels�Copperfields�7�4/21/97�7/7/97

8/4/97�9/8/97��S�Ruffins

Ruffins

Da Paul Meisters�7�4/7/97�5/19/97�5/26/97��ERA�Six Packs�1.14�7/14/97��RAT�Ruffins�0.885�4/7/97��



Player Values - Top Ten



Walker       Larry    Col    $51.32

Bagwell      Jeff     Hou    $38.81

Galarraga    Andres   Col    $38.51

Piazza       Mike     LA     $36.45

Bonds        Barry    SF     $33.60

Gwynn        Tony     SD     $33.33

Biggio       Craig    Hou    $32.23

Mondesi      Raul     LA     $32.07

Castilla     Vinny    Col    $31.44

Lankford     Ray      StL    $29.68�Shaw         Jeff     Cin   $39.52

Beck         Rod      SF    $37.38

Franco       John     NYN   $37.06

Hoffman      Trevor   SD    $36.42

Nen          Robb     Fla   $33.99

Wohlers      Mark     Atl   $32.52

Eckersley    Dennis   StL   $31.41

Worrell      Todd     LA    $28.65

Martinez     Pedro    Mon   $28.23

Maddux       Greg     Atl   $26.29��

The 99 Reasons Continued

OK, with the Bears trying their best to outdo the Cubs, we’re back to football bashing as we continue with Thomas Boswell’s 99 Reasons Why Baseball Is Better Than Football:



19.	Pro football players have breasts.  Many NFLers are so freakishly overdeveloped, owing to steroids, that they look like circus geeks.  Baseball players seem like normal fit folks.  Fans should be thankful they don’t have to look at NFL teams in bathing suits.

25.	More good baseball books appear in a single year than have been written about football in the past 50 years.  The best football writers, like Dan Jenkins, have the good sense to write about something else most of the time.

26.	The best football announcer ever was Howard Cosell.

27.	The worst baseball announcer ever was Howard Cosell.

51.	Football has Hacksaw.  Baseball has Steady Eddie and the Candy Man.

52.	The NFL’s style of play has been stagnant for decades, predictable.  Turn on any NFL game and that’s just what it could be – any NFL game.  Teams seem interchangeable.  Even the wishbone is too radical.  Baseball team’s styles are often determined by their personnel and even their parks.

55.	Beneath the NFL’s infinite sameness lies infinite variety.  But we aren’t privy to it.  So what if football is totally explicable and fascinating to Dan Marino as he tries to decide whether to audible to a quick trap?  From the stands, we don’t know one thousandth of what’s required to grasp a pro football game.  If an NFL coach has to say “I won’t know until I see the game films,” then how out-in-the-cold does that leave the fan?

56.	While football is the most closed of games, baseball is the most open.  A fan with a scorecard, a modest knowledge of teams, and a knack for paying attention has all he needs to watch a game with sophistication.

60.	Football is impossible to watch.  Admit it:  the human head is at least two eyes shy for watching the forward pass.  Do you watch the five eligible receivers?  Or the quarterback and the pass rush?  If you keep your eye on the ball, you’ll never know who got open or how.  If you watch the receivers … well nobody watches the receivers.  On TV you don’t even know how many receivers have gone out for a pass.

91.	Baseball is vastly better in person than on TV.  Only when you’re in the ballpark can the eye grasp and interconnect the game’s great distances.  Will the wind blow that long fly just over the fence?  Will the relay throw nail the runner trying to score from first on a double in the alley?  Who’s warming up in the bullpen?  Where is the defense shading this hitter?  Did the base stealer get a good jump?  The eye flicks back and forth and captures everything that is necessary.  As for replays, most parks have them.  Football is better on TV.  At least you don’t need binoculars.  And you’ve got your replays.






