ROSTER CHANGES


9-9	COPPERFIELDS reserve D Reyes, activate M Smith from the Reserve List.


9-9	DOORMATTS reserve G White, activate D Burba from the Reserve List.


9-9	DOORMATTS reserve K Milwood, activate F Cordova from the Reserve List.


9-9	DOORMATTS activate D Strange from the Reserve List for September Roster Expansion.


9-9	RUFFINS reserve J Acevedo, activate M Aybar from the Reserve List.


9-9	RUFFINS reserve M Rojas, activate M Morris from the Reserve List.


9-9	RUFFINS call J Thompson (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve F Heredia.


9-9	FORGOETZ ME NOTS reserve P Wagner, activate K Foster from the Reserve List.


9-9	FORGOETZ ME NOTS reserve B Larkin, activate G Jefferies from the Reserve List.


9-9	DA PAUL MEISTERS reserve M Lemke, activate K Lockhart from the Reserve List.


9-9	DA PAUL MEISTERS activate M Leiter from the Reserve List for September Roster Expansion.





The 99 Reasons Continued


This week, in condolence for the Bears’ shameful loss to the Vikings last Sunday, I thought I’d take it easy on football.  Thomas Boswell’s original article, 99 Reasons Why Baseball Is Better Than Football, was written in 1987.  Obviously some things have changed since then; football’s tried to improve itself, and the major league bozos, in an effort to make baseball more like football and basketball, have screwed some things up.  Anyway, what follows are excerpts from the 99 Reasons that were true at one time, but no longer hold up:





43.	How can you respect a game that uses only the point after touchdown and completely ignores the options of a two-point conversion, which would make the end of football games much more exciting?


44.	Wild cared.  If baseball can stick with four divisional champs out of twenty-six teams, why does the NFL need to invite ten of it’s twenty-eight teams to the prom?  Could it be that football isn’t terribly interesting unless your team can still “win it all”?


50.	Instant replays.  Just when we thought there couldn’t be anything worse than penalties, we get instant replays of penalties.  Talk about a bad joke.  Now any play, even one with no flags, can be called back.  Even a flag itself, after five minutes of boring delay, be nullified.  NLT time has entered the Twilight Zone.  Nothing is real; everything is hypothetical.


53.	Football fans tailgate before a big game.  No baseball fan would have a picnic in a parking lot.


66.	Baseball’s record on race relations is poor.  But football’s is much worse.  Is it possible that the NFL has never had a black head coach?  And why is a black quarterback still as rare as a bilingual woodpecker?





End of Season Stuff


Well, we’re just a couple weeks shy of the end of another CFCL season, and the finish promises to be one of the most exciting in history.  First place is still a toss-up between the Copperfields and Ruffins, and the Rebels and Meisters are flip-flopping between third and fourth place every couple days.  The Six Packs, Lambchops, ForGoetz Me Nots, and DoorMatts are all still embroiled in a four-way battle for the #1 draft pick in next year’s rotation draft.  Even the FlatFeet and Big Dogs are slugging it out for last place.  It seems even at this late date, every team has something at stake.  





The suspense won’t last much longer, though.  This year there’s not much point in trying to keep the final standings hush-hush until the banquet since half the league will be able to check them on the Internet, so I’ll be sending final standings out the day after the season ends.





The end of the season also means we’ve got a few things to start thinking about:





Awards Ballot.  The 1997 Awards ballot will be coming to your mailbox soon.  We’ll have nominees down for most of the awards, but you may want to start giving some thought to the following write-in categories:


	CFCL Most Valuable Player Award


	CFCL Cy Young Award


	CFCL Rookie of the Year Award


	CFCL Owner of the Year Award





Awards Banquet.  We don’t have a date or place set for this year’s banquet, but figure it will be on a Friday, Saturday, or Sunday evening in October, scheduled to coincide with a play-off or World Series game.  If you know of any dates that will be impossible for you to make, let Rich or David know as soon as possible.  We’ll do our best to schedule around everyone’s preferences.





Winter Cuts.  Remember that shortly after the season, all CFCL rosters must be reduced to 23.  Until cuts are made, no trading is allowed.  Last year, we scheduled the cut deadline for early October so we could have trade talk at the banquet.  Hopefully, we can do the same this year, although there may be some conflicts with the potential realignment that the Executive Committee needs to sort out first.





1998.  Finally, as we ask at the end of every season, we’d like confirmation as to whether you plan to be back for next season.  If you’re not planning on returning, please let us know so we can start the search for a replacement as soon as possible.








Player Values - Top Ten





Walker       Larry    Col    $52.51


Galarraga    Andres   Col    $38.92


Bagwell      Jeff     Hou    $38.41


Piazza       Mike     LA     $35.32


Gwynn        Tony     SD     $33.85


Bonds        Barry    SF     $33.77


Biggio       Craig    Hou    $33.16


Mondesi      Raul     LA     $32.40


Castilla     Vinny    Col    $31.12


Jones        Chipper  Atl    $30.12�
Hoffman      Trevor   SD    $36.79


Shaw         Jeff     Cin   $36.61


Franco       John     NYN   $35.85


Beck         Rod      SF    $34.80


Nen          Robb     Fla   $34.07


Wohlers      Mark     Atl   $33.31


Eckersley    Dennis   StL   $29.99


Worrell      Todd     LA    $28.16


Martinez     Pedro    Mon   $27.72


Maddux       Greg     Atl   $25.80�
�



�
Record Book


No new records this week, but the Copperfields tied the weekly mark for Wins, held by a few other teams:





CAT�
TEAM�
STAT�
PERIOD END�
�
HR�
Ruffins�
16�
7/7/97�
�
RBI�
Ruffins�
60�
9/1/97�
�
SB�
Ruffins�
20�
7/29/97�
�
BA�
ForGoetz Me Nots�
.3593�
6/2/97�
�
W�
Copperfields�FlatFeet�Dem Rebels�Copperfields�
7�
4/21/97�7/7/97


8/4/97�9/8/97�
�
S�
Ruffins


Ruffins


Da Paul Meisters�
7�
4/7/97�5/19/97�5/26/97�
�
ERA�
Six Packs�
1.14�
7/14/97�
�
RAT�
Ruffins�
0.885�
4/7/97�
�






