ROSTER CHANGES


7-15	COPPERFIELDS reserve G Sheffield, activate M Smith from the Reserve List.


7-15	COPPERFIELDS reserve V Guerrero, activate E Owens from the Reserve List.


7-15	COPPERFIELDS call D Reyes (.06) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve S Sullivan, waive R Johnson (waive period ends 7-22).


7-15	FORGOETZ ME NOTS reserve M Franklin, activate S Obando from the Reserve List.


7-15	SIX PACKS reserve L Lopez, activate R Ordonez from the Reserve List.


7-15	DEM REBELS reserve D Mlicki, activate D Hermanson from the Reserve List.


7-15	LAMBCHOPS reserve M Difelice, activate D Berryhill from the Reserve List.


7-15	DOORMATTS reserve B Boone, activate D Strange.


7-15	DOORMATTS reserve O Fernandez, activate M Grace from the Reserve List.


7-15	DOORMATTS reserve I Valdes, activate T Saunders from the Reserve List.


7-15	DOORMATTS reserve C Leskanic, activate W Cunnane from the Reserve List.


7-15	DOORMATTS call T Ward (.06) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve E Brown, waive P Listach (waive period ends 7-22).


7-15	DOORMATTS call K Foulke (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve J Roa, waive D Wall (waive period ends 7-15).


7-15	RUFFINS reserve A Osuna, activate J Hamilton from the Reserve List.


7-15	DA PAUL MEISTERS reserve D Shaeffer, activate D Fletcher from the Reserve List.


Ooops!


Due to a clerical error last week it was reported that the Big Dogs had waived Pete Harnisch.  This was an error, for which I will be making a contribution to Captain Kangaroo’s coffers.  (Oh,yes.  I’ve been tracking kangaroo court infractions – I just haven’t been embarrassing owners by reporting them here.  Of course, that would be most of the fun…).








Realignment Blues


Well, those major league dunces are at it again.  As I’m sure you’ve read over the last week or so, this time they’re discussing various realignment plans that range anywhere from four to 14 teams switching leagues and/or divisions.  The most radical of the plans has a total reorganization of the major league, effectively eliminating the National and American Leagues and replacing them with two leagues (16 and 14 teams, respectively), each with two divisions.  The one good part of this plan is that since there will be an even number of teams in each league, there will not be a need to play interleague games every day, which would have been the case with two 15-team leagues.  But at that point, all semblance of history and league lines will have been obliterated anyway, so who cares?





Of course, no matter how the majors decide to realign themselves, it’s bound to play havoc with our rosters.  Some teams are going to take massive hits in the talent they lose, and chances are, it won’t be an equal distribution of damage around the CFCL.  In an attempt to eliminate or minimize the damage done, we’ve started thinking of ways to deal with the realignment.  Obviously, we can’t make any decisions until the majors decide what they’re doing, but it wouldn’t hurt to think some options out in advance.





If there is major realignment, with the formation of two new leagues, we may well just start the CFCL over from scratch.  We’d have to choose which of the two leagues we’d want to use.  Of course, this will present a problem for teams that have made trades this season building for this year.  One consideration would be to allow teams to keep any players they acquired during the 1997 season that are still in the league we chose to use.





If the realignment is not as severe, we have some other options for dealing with realignment.  Here are some preliminary options we might consider:





Ground Zero - start over from scratch -- I guess this is always an option.  Every year teams lose players to the AL via trades and free agent signings, but we’re talking a minimum of 25 players plus minor leaguers being lost, probably closer to a minimum of 100 players.  This could conceivably cripple some teams, so the fairest option may just be to pitch all the players into the Free Agent Pool.  One potential problem with this option is the possibility that the majors may realign in stages – some teams will move in 1998, others will move a few years down the road.  Obviously, we wouldn’t want to start over next year, then have to do it all again in 2001.





An Eye for an Eye - teams that lose players to the American League (because of realignment) can use the salaries of those players in a special draft to bid on players on teams that were moved over from the American League.  In a very simple example, say the Astros move to the AL and the Royals come to the NL in return.  The DoorMatts would lose 5 players (Bell, Mouton, Hudek, Lima, Wall).  They would then have a budget of .50 (the total salaries of the players they lost) to spend on Royals players in a special off-season draft.  The Copperfields would have a budget of .34 for the 4 players would lose, the Rebels would get .20 for their 3 Astros, etc.  Obviously, in the real realignment, there will be more than just one team leaving the NL, but you get the idea.  This isn’t a perfect plan (for example, the Rebels only get .01 in return for losing D Kile, while the DoorMatts get a whopping .30 for D Bell and .10 for J Lima), but it has the benefit that if realignment is completed in a series of phases (1998, then again in 2001) we would be able to repeat the process as needed.  





Tough Luck - players on teams who are moved to the American League are simply lost.  Any players that are still in the NL remain on their CFCL rosters and we just take it from there.  This really increases the odds that one or two teams will get screwed.





Scramble - we take a look at the team that loses the most players to the AL, then, based on what they’ve got left, determine a new protection limit for the 1998 draft.  For example, say the Six Packs lose the most players, say 21, because of realignment.  Of the 19 players they have left, 6 are minor leaguers.  Of the remaining 13 players, a sub-committee of owners figures only 7 are worth keeping.  Based on this, we limit all teams to 7 keepers going into the 1998 draft.  This is another method we could use in the case of phased realignment.





Screw You, Selig and Harrington - just ignore the bastards.  No matter how the majors realign, we always have the option of just sticking with the 14 teams that are now in the NL, no matter what league they end up in.  This would obviously solve the problem of us losing players, but opens up all kinds of issues about using teams that play under different rules and in different ballparks against different opponents.








Player Values - Top Ten





Walker       Larry    Col    $56.47


Gwynn        Tony     SD     $42.90


Bagwell      Jeff     Hou    $40.58


Galarraga    Andres   Col    $39.70


Lankford     Ray      StL    $35.87


Jones        Chipper  Atl    $34.76


Piazza       Mike     LA     $30.88


Bonds        Barry    SF     $29.15


Mondesi      Raul     LA     $28.52


Sanders      Deion    Cin    $27.54�
Beck         Rod      SF    $44.54


Nen          Robb     Fla   $37.41


Shaw         Jeff     Cin   $34.91


Wohlers      Mark     Atl   $32.99


Franco       John     NYN   $32.13


Wagner       Billy    Hou   $31.10


Hoffman      Trevor   SD    $27.63


Martinez     Pedro    Mon   $27.07


Eckersley    Dennis   StL   $25.97


Worrell      Todd     LA    $25.93�
�



Record Book


The Six Packs eeked by the Copperfield’s record ERA of 1.19 to set the only new record for the week:





CAT�
TEAM�
STAT�
PERIOD END�
�
HR�
Ruffins�
16�
7/7/97�
�
RBI�
Da Paul Meisters�
54�
4/7/97�
�
SB�
Six Packs�Ruffins�
16�
5/5/97�6/10/97�
�
BA�
ForGoetz Me Nots�
.3593�
6/2/97�
�
W�
Copperfields�FlatFeet�
7�
4/21/97�7/7/97�
�
S�
Ruffins


Ruffins


Da Paul Meisters�
7�
4/7/97�5/19/97�5/26/97�
�
ERA�
Six Packs�
1.14�
7/14/97�
�
RAT�
Ruffins�
0.885�
4/7/97�
�









NOTE:  We plan on making a donation to the American Cancer Society (or some such organization) in the name of Sharon Goetz, wife of ForGoetz Me Nots owner, Dave Goetz.  Sharon passed away a couple weeks ago after suffering with cancer for some time.  Contributing to this is totally optional.  If you would like to a contribute, send me a check made out to David Mahlan.  I’ll then write a check for the total amount (if you want to make a check out to the organization yourself for tax purposes, let me know).





I will wait until Friday July 25 to send the donation.  If I don’t have a check from you by then, I’ll assume you’re not contributing.





Send checks to:


David Mahlan


412 N. Grove


Oak Park, IL  60302


