ROSTER CHANGES


6-24	COPPERFIELDS trade D Young, Q Veras, K Garcia, and their 1998 7th Round Draft Pick to LAMBCHOPS for D DeShields, S Sosa, and their 1998 8th Round Draft Pick.


6-24	COPPERFIELDS trade E Loiaza to FLATFEET for T Glavine.


6-24	COPPERFIELDS reserve K Lofton, activate V Guerrero from the Reserve List.


6-24	COPPERFIELDS reserve M Smith, activate C Goodwin from the Reserve List.


6-24	FLATFEET reserve J Bates, activate A Cianfrocco from the Reserve List.


6-24	FLATFEET reserve S Berry, activate L Johnson from the Reserve List.


6-24	FORGOETZ ME NOTS reserve D Clark, activate D Segui from the Reserve List.


6-24	FORGEOTZ ME NOTS reserve B Larkin, activate T Graffanino from the Reserve List.


6-24	RUFFINS call N Perez (.11) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve S Dunston, waive M Kelly (waive period ends 7-1).


6-24	RUFFINS reserve R McGuire, activate J Allensworth from the Reserve List.


6-24	RUFFINS reserve S Estes, activate J Hamilton from the Reserve List.


6-24	SIX PACKS reserve R Rincon, activate J Gonzalez from the Reserve List.


6-24	SIX PACKS reserve J Leiber, activate J Bullinger from the Reserve List.


6-24	SIX PACKS reserve D White, activate S Beiser from the Reserve List.


6-24	DOORMATTS reserve E Anthony, activate B Ashley from the Reserve List.


6-24	DOORMATTS reserve Bboone, activate K Abbott from the Reserve List.


6-24	DOORMATTS call J Roa (.06) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve D Strange, waive M Valdes (waive period ends 7-1).


6-24	LAMBCHOPS reserve G Vaughn, activate T Dunwoody from the Reserve List.


6-24	LAMBCHOPS resereve K Jordan, activate K Garcia from the Reserve List.


6-24	LAMBCHOPS waive R Batchelor (waive period ends 7-1).


6-24	DA PAUL MEISTERS reserve D Fletcher, activate D Sheaffer from the Reserve List.


6-24	DA PAUL MEISTERS reserve R Helling, activate D Daulton from the Reserve List.


6-24	DA PAUL MEISTERS reserve M Leiter, activate A Embree from the Reserve List.





Bidding on N Perez


Ruffins		.11


Copperfields		.09


Dem Rebels		.05








Black Day on SportsCenter


You may have heard that Keith Olbermann will be leaving ESPN at the end of the month.  I used to love Olbermann, especially when teamed with Dan Patrick, but lately I’ve found his shtick growing a little tiresome, downright irritating at times (though he’s still easier to stomach than Chris Berman).  The spot that I’ll really miss him, though, is as the host of the Major League Baseball Expansion Draft (assuming ESPN will cover it this fall).  He did an incredible job with the last one (Rockies/Marlins), and it will be hard to replace his depth of knowledge of both current and past players.








Black Armband Day in Ruffintown


The following press release appeared on the CFCL webpage last weekend:





-- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE --


From: The Ruffins' Front Office


The Ruffins regretfully announce that Lawrence Payton, one of the Four Tops, passed away today of natural causes.  He was 59.  From this day forward, the black armbands that all Ruffins wear in honor of the memories of former President and CEO David Ruffin and public address announcer Marvin Gaye, will also be worn in honor of Mr. Payton.  Unfortunately, the Ruffins will continue to avoid wearing the armbands during  road trips to play the Rebels because of the constant death threats. 








All-White Day in Dodgertown


Isn’t it ironic that in the season that marks the 50th anniversary of Jackie Robinson’s breaking of the color line, his team, the Dodgers, does not have a single African-American player on their major league roster?  It’s the first time since before Robinson joined the team that they’ve been without one, and the Dodgers are the only major league team that do not currently have an African-American on their roster.  (courtesy of USAToday Online).








No More Black Outs on the Internet


Major League owners met in Philadelphia last week, and one of the outcomes was that they voted to allow teams to broadcast their games over the Internet.  Many teams had been already doing it, but were ordered to stop the broadcasts by the league office earlier this year.  The new decision happily lifts the ban, which means those with Internet access can tune in to live radio broadcasts of major league games (minor league and college games are also available).  





To listen, you’ll need to download the RealMedia player (it’s totally free at www.realaudio.com), then head to www.baseball-links.com/realaud.html for a list of links to teams/radio stations that broadcast games.








�
Black Sox in the Bookstore


There’s been a novel released in paperback recently that deals with the story of the 1919 World Series.  The title of the novel is Hoopla, but what makes it interesting is that it was written by Harry Stein, owner of the Steinbrenners in the original Rotisserie League.  Apparently, he wrote it way back in 1983 and it’s just making its first appearance in paperback.  I picked it up this weekend and am only about 40 pages into it, but so far it’s just been about boxing.  It’s bound to get better.








More Black Eyes for Interleague Play


Last week, I wrote a little bit about interleague play and Bud Selig.  About Selig in particular I wrote (something like) “Is he the biggest ass on the face of the earth, or is he just stupid?”  Matt Bentel, owner of the DoorMatts wants a third choice added – “both of the above.”  In reference to interleague play as a novelty, Matt went on to deliver this gem: “Interleague play is the Pet Rock of the ‘90s.”








Player Values


As I wrote a couple weeks ago, TQS has been making some changes and additions to our web pages.  One of the things they’ve added is a list of current Rotisserie values for players.  As a sample, here’s how they see the top 10 hitters and pitchers so far this season (expressed in dollars):





Walker       Larry    Col    $57.16


Galarraga    Andres   Col    $47.98


Bagwell      Jeff     Hou    $45.51


Gwynn        Tony     SD     $37.33


Lankford     Ray      StL    $37.00


Castilla     Vinny    Col    $30.34


Biggio       Craig    Hou    $30.08


Mondesi      Raul     LA     $28.64


Lofton       Kenny    Atl    $28.20


Sanders      Deion    Cin    $28.16�
Beck         Rod      SF    $49.26


Nen          Robb     Fla   $36.60


Franco       John     NYN   $33.96


Wohlers      Mark     Atl   $31.58


Wagner       Billy    Hou   $31.49


Shaw         Jeff     Cin   $29.66


Jones        Bobby    NYN   $28.41


Worrell      Todd     LA    $27.08


Martinez     Pedro    Mon   $26.90


Hoffman      Trevor   SD    $24.97�
�






Record Book


The Ruffins had an incredible week in pitching and set a new weekly record for Ratio, topping the Rebels mark of 0.972 that was set in the season’s opening week.  Here’s how things stand now:





CAT�
TEAM�
STAT�
PERIOD END�
�
HR�
Copperfields�Dem Rebels�
13�
4/7/97�5/5/97�
�
RBI�
Da Paul Meisters�
54�
4/7/97�
�
SB�
Six Packs�Ruffins�
16�
5/5/97�6/10/97�
�
BA�
ForGoetz Me Nots�
.3593�
6/2/97�
�
W�
Copperfields�
7�
4/21/97�
�
S�
Ruffins


Ruffins


Da Paul Meisters�
7�
4/7/97�5/19/97


5/26/97�
�
ERA�
Copperfields�
1.19�
5/5/97�
�
RAT�
Ruffins�
0.885�
4/7/97�
�






