ROSTER CHANGES


5-20	COPPERFIELDS reserve D Young, activate K Young from the Reserve List.


5-20	COPPERFIELDS reserve G Sheffield, activate E Burks from the Reserve List.


5-20	FLATFEET reserve R Garcia, activate S Radinski from the Reserve List.


5-20	FORGOETZ ME NOTS call R Otero (.06) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve D Clark.


5-20	FORGOETZ ME NOTS reserve D Holmes, activate R Gutierrez from the Reserve List.


5-20	DOORMATTS reserve J Branson, activate K Abbott from the Reserve List.


5-20	DOORMATTS call R Rodriguez (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve T Saunders, waive M Munoz (waive period ends 5-27).


5-20	DOORMATTS call R Loiselle (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve J Hudek, waive T Green (waive period 5-27).


5-20	DOORMATTS call E Anthony (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve P Listach, waive L Painter (waive period ends 5-27).


5-20	LAMBCHOPS call G Zaun (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, waive M Parent (waive period ends 5-27).


5-20	LAMBCHOPS reserve D Veras, activate J Juden from the Reserve List.


5-20	DA PAUL MEISTERS reserve S Andrews, activate M Lemke from the Reserve List.





Bidding on R Otero


ForGoetz Me Nots		.06


DoorMatts			.05





Cryptic Message


The middle of last week, Ken left a strange message on my voice mail and asked that I forward it on to the league.  I haven’t had a chance to follow up with him to find out what it meant, but thought I’d pass it on anyway.  It started out with “She may be … she could be … she is!  Holy Cow!” and then continued with some comment about Harry Carey drinking beers with Buffy the Vampire Slayer and deserving an honorable mention in the weekly newsletter.  Obviously, it was in reference to something Harry said during a telecast.  Hope this means something to someone.








All-Star Voting


In major league ballparks, voting is beginning for this year’s All-Star game.  Those of you with access to the Internet and World Wide Web will be able to do your civic duty and vote online using a form on Major League Baseball’s web site (www.majorleaguebaseball.com).  And just like elections in Chicago, you’ll be allowed to vote up to 24 times.  


There May Be Hope!


Those of us who are baseball purists will be glad to hear that the major league players already hate interleague play, and they haven’t even played any interleague games yet.  It’s not so much the idea of playing teams in the other league that they’re objecting to, but what interleague play does to the schedule.  The following is from the Los Angeles Times webpage:





The Dodgers said they likely would vote against interleague play in 1998 unless the format is changed.  "I can see us not voting for interleague play next year," pitcher Todd Worrell said. "I'm in favor of getting rid of it.  The travel is tough enough without all of these two-game series. We already have four more trips than we did before. Believe me, it wears on you. You move through time zones like Buck Rogers." 





The Dodgers are in the middle of a trip that opened with two games in Chicago, continues with two games in Cincinnati, three games in Montreal and three in San Diego.  "These two-game series stink," first baseman Eric Karros said. "It's more a nuisance than anything. It just wears on you.  If we keep having interleague play, I can't imagine it won't be modified in some respects with all of these two-game series. It has to either be modified or eliminated." 





The Dodgers have 14 two-game series during the first half of the season, and 23 during the season. The Dodgers had only eight two-game series last year.  "This whole thing is strange," third baseman Todd Zeile said. "It's like we're playing a bunch of make-up games, or like you're in the NBA without any off days.  It takes its toll, especially on West Coast teams, playing in three different time zones in 10 days. It's like you never get a chance to get anything out of your suitcase before you leave again.  They've got to get this thing ironed out." 





The Major League Players Assn. must approve interleague play before it is scheduled in 1998. Yet, if the schedule resembles anything like this year's, the Dodgers and other teams are convinced it will not be approved.  "It's terrible," Chicago Cub outfielder Brian McRae said. "The Dodgers aren't the only ones against it. Everyone you talk to is against this stuff.  I don't see it happening next year unless changes are made."





Interleague play is something the owners obviously want, so I’m sure they’ll try their best to work out a decent schedule.  Hopefully, though, we can count on the owners to be true to form and screw it up…








Record Book


The Ruffins were powered on their leap to first place by a record-setting batting average and also tied their own record for saves in a week.  After seven weeks, half of the records set in the first week of the season have yet to be broken:
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