ROSTER CHANGES


4-7	COPPERFIELDS reserve R Cormier, activate E Loaiza from the Reserve List.


4-7	COPPERFIELDS reserve P Schourek, activate D Cook from the Reserve List.


4-7	COPPERFIELDS reserve K Young, activate E Owens from the Reserve List.


4-7	BIG DOGS reserve J Powell, activate S Ruffcorn from the Reserve List.


4-7	BIG DOGS reserve P Harnisch, activate S Belinda from the Reserve List.


4-7	BIG DOGS reserve M Grace, activate WMcGee from the Reserve List.


4-7	BIG DOGS reserve M Portugal, activate T Fossas from the Reserve List.


4-7	FLATFEET reserve M Petkovsek, activate D Dreifort from the Reserve List.


4-7	FLATFEET reserve M Cummings, activate R Henderson from the Reserve List.


4-7	LAMBCHOPS reserve R Batchelor, activate J Juden from the Reserve List.


4-7	LAMBCHOPS reserve C Floyd, activate J Cangelosi from the Reserve List.


4-7	FORGOETZ ME NOTS reserve Dar Jackson, activate S Obando from the Reserve List.


4-7	DOORMATTS reserve M Mimbs, activate T Saunders from the Reserve List.


4-7	DA PAUL MEISTERS reserve M Lewis, activate M Lemke from the Reserve List.





And We’re Off!


As the graphic on your envelope proclaims, “Welcome To The Show!”  The 1997 season is officially underway, and the first delivery of your weekly stats fix is here.  Good luck to everybody!








CFCL Online


The fact that you’ve got a stats report in this mailing means that we’re up and running on the World Wide Web.  There are a few kinks to be worked out – for example, the tally of games played at each position doesn’t seem to be working for all the players –but the numbers seem to be correct.  If you think there’s been an error in your stats, let me know.





As I mentioned, there’s a problem with the games played columns, and you’ll also notice that there’s a sizable gap between the players’ names and the stats.  This space is where salary and contract information would usually be printed (we decided not to print these on the stats pages because they made the report too crowded and the info was already available on the roster sheets).  I plan on asking TQS to eliminate some of this space so I’ll be able to increase the point size of the print a little bit and also to investigate the games played problem.  I probably won’t bring this up to them for a couple weeks though, because I’m sure they’re pretty swamped – most leagues drafted last weekend and they’ll be busy getting their other leagues up and running.





Also, the free agent list, as it prints off the web, lists both the season totals and last week’s stats for each player.  Viewing in online, it’s a lot less confusing because the stats are different colors.  However, there’s no way to tell them apart once they’re printed.  It won’t make any difference this week, since the stats are the same, but in the future, the top line is the season total and the bottom line is the previous week.  I mentioned that this list is printed off the web – we will also get a text version that is formatted differently when TQS e-mails the stats to me.  I don’t know how long it will take for me to receive the stats via e-mail and I wanted to get this week’s report mailed out to you ASAP, so I just printed off the list from the web site.  In the future, depending on the delivery time of the e-mail stats, I may delay mailing the standings reports until I get the e-mail from TQS so I can include the properly formatted version of the free agent list.





These slight problems aside, our league web site has been getting rave reviews from the owners who have internet access, and even some who don’t.  Dave Goetz was able to sneak a peek from a co-worker’s PC and declared the site “spiffy”, and Eric, Rich, and Kelly have said they plan to check it out courtesy of relatives/roommates who are online.  If any of you decide to visit the web site, leave us a message on the message board to let us know you were there.








Remember Draft Day?


I know it seems like it was only a week and a half ago, but actually, it’s been closer to two full weeks since we all met around card tables in my dining room.  If Old Father Time has started to dim your memories already, now’s the time to get your hands on the Official 1997 Draft Day Video.  It’s your chance to relive D-Day all over again.





I’ll be making copies of the video as I have time over the next couple weeks.  If you want a copy, just call and let me know.  The only cost is the price of a blank video tape ($4), so be a real CFCL geek and call to order yours soon.








Remember Fritz Connally?


Long-time Cub fans (and thankfully, there are still a few of us left in the league) will remember him as just one of the slugs the Cubs paraded out to thirdbase in an effort to replace Ron Santo.  Of course, Kevin Orie is the latest member of the club, and his major league debut prompted Baseball America to publish the following list of all the players who have appeared at the hot corner since Santo was banished to the South Side:  












































�
Mascot Hi-Jinx


Throughout the season, as space and time permits, I’ll print entertaining items of interest that I’ve snatched off the internet.  This week’s item appeared in the Miami Herald the day after Opening Day:





Please do not be alarmed if, upon retrieving the morning paper today, you happen to notice the disembodied head of Billy the Marlin in your front yard.  There is an explanation.  It lost its parachute while floating down to the ballpark.





See, a team of U.S. Navy SEALS parachuting into Pro Player Stadium before Tuesday's opener was to include one SEAL dressed as Billy, the Marlins' popular masco
