ROSTER CHANGES


4-1	FLATFEET trade D DeShields to LAMBCHOPS for R Beck.


4-1	FLATFEET reserve D Dreifort, activate J Castro from the Reserve List.


4-1	FLATFEET reserve R Henderson, activate M Cummings from the Reserve List.


4-1	LAMBCHOPS reserve J Berblinger, activate R Batchelor from the Reserve List.


4-1	LAMBCHOPS reserve C Perez, activate C Holt from the Reserve List.


4-1	COPPERFIELDS reserve P Martinez, activate D Bochtler from the Reserve List.


4-1	COPPERFIELDS reserve V Guerrero, activate K Young from the Reserve List.


4-1	DEM REBELS reserve J Isringhausen, activate M Ruebel from the Reserve List.


4-1	DOORMATTS reserve D Sveum, activate E Brown from the Reserve List.


4-1	DOORMATTS reserve M Grace, activate M Mimbs from the Reserve List.


4-1	RUFFINS reserve A Osuna, activate F Heredia from the Reserve List.


4-1	RUFFINS reserve R Lankford, activate W Magee from the Reserve List.


Fast Dealing Owners


Wow!  I hadn’t even entered the Draft Day rosters yet and the Lambchops and FlatFeet had made the first trade of 1997.  Last year we didn’t have our first trade until June 18.  Thanks Eric and Ken for getting us off on the right foot with a classic speed-for-saves deal.





The CFCL Thanks...


... Eric Lamb for his great job of “announcing” the Draft.  Having him announce the team and final bid for each player really saved everyone the trouble of having to ask a lot of questions.  It also helped that Eric had so little money to spend, which meant he was automatically out of the bidding on a lot of players and therefore able to devote his full attention to who was bidding what.





... Rich Bentel for acting as our very own Captain Kangaroo.  I think everyone will agree that he did a great job of running the Kangaroo Court without letting it get out of hand.





... Kelly Barone for acting as auctioneer during the real auction portion of the Draft.  These two rounds got mixed reviews, but everyone was unanimous in their praise of Kelly’s auctioneer acumen.  While he could have speeded things up a bit, he showed true courtesy in allowing his fellow owners to ponder their bids (even when they were bidding against him).





... and Dave Holian for his whirl-wind job of Draft Boss Commando.  His quick dealing and fast analysis of who was able to bid what on whom helped the last rounds of the Draft speed by (though I’m still trying to decipher some of the names I hastily scribbled on the official league records).





And, finally, thanks to everyone else for showing up on time and well-prepared, and for generally making the 1997 Draft a memorable one.





�
Odds and Ends


Take a close look at the enclosed roster.  Make sure I’ve got all your players there, and especially that the salaries and contracts look correct.





Remember that weekly transactions are due to be called in each week by Noon on Tuesday.  Since we’re using a stat service this year, it’s more important than ever that you get your transactions in on time and that they are complete and accurate.  If I’ve got to be calling people to fix problems with their transactions, it will only delay the delivery of our weekly stats reports.





With that in mind, we’ll be continuing the Kangaroo Court during the season.  I’ll be playing Mr Greenjeans and will report to the Captain any of the following infractions:





1.00	Missing transaction deadline (calling after Noon)


1.00	Neglecting your roster (not reserving injured/demoted/traded players for extended periods)


.50	Calling a player from the Free Agent Pool who is already on a team


.50	Trying to move a player to a position for which he’s not qualified


.50	Leaving an incomplete transaction (not specifying bid, not naming reserved/waived player)


.50	Trying to activate a player from the Reserve List who is on the DL or in the minors





In order to avoid ending up on the Captain’s bad boy list, here are some suggestions for successful transaction reporting:





Very simply, make sure you call your moves in before Tuesday.





Before you activate a player from your Reserve List, make sure he’s active on an NL roster.





The stats reports this year will have a listing of the positions each player (including free agents) qualifies at.  Make sure you check it before moving players to new positions.





Remember that the minimum bid for a Free Agent is .05.





When you call in a bid for a free agent always, always, ALWAYS, remember to specify the amount of the bid.  It sounds simple enough, but we had a real problem with it last year.  I won’t be calling people back on this one.  If you don’t leave an amount for your bid, I’ll assume it’s .05.





When you bid on a Free Agent, remember that you’ve got to reserve or waive a player off your active roster to make room for him.  If you reserve a player, remember to waive a player off your Reserve List to make room for the reserved player.





Check the rosters of other teams before bidding on a Free Agent.  Heck, check your own roster too.  We once had an owner try to bid on a player he already owned.





Before calling in your moves, try jotting down your roster to make sure everyone’s got a spot and all the positions are filled.





You get the idea.  Basically, just take the time to go over things before calling them in.  Sorry if this sounds like a lecture; I don’t mean it to.  It’s not really that big a hassle for me to call people to fix problems, but, as I said earlier, it can cause a delay in getting the stats to you.


