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Today’s Lesson Title:  OKLAHOMA OR BUST!-April 22, 1889 dawned clear and sunny after three or four days of thunderstorms.  100,000 hopeful would be homesteaders lined up on four sides of the Oklahoma District(Payne, Logan, Kingfisher, Oklahoma, and Cleveland Counties).  The 2 million acres of the District only contained 55,000 homesteads or town lots.  Thousands would fail to get anything for their effort but sore feet or a sore butt.  Today’s lesson will focus on the first of the seven land runs that would open up Oklahoma Territory to European-American settlement.

THE DAWES ACT-of 1887 was the response of Congress to the Stillwater Creek Incident.  It called for enrolling all members of the various tribes living in Indian and Oklahoma Territory on “roll sheets.”  It also gave each enrolled Indian an allotment of anywhere from 160 acres to 500 acres of land plus the mineral rights under the land(that would be really important to the Osage when oil was discovered under their land). The Dawes Act also called for allowing the homesteading of the Oklahoma District by any U.S. citizen over 21 years of age who was the head of their household(yes single, widowed, and divorced women could claim 160 acres).

HARRISON’S HOSS RACE-on March 23, 1889, Benjamin Harrison, newly inaugurated President, signed the bill opening the Oklahoma District to homesteaders at 12 noon, April 22, 1889.  Some poor families had been camped for years on the Kansas border waiting for the news.  Most potential homesteaders read about it in the newspapers and began to plan for the run.  Over the next four weeks they would sell farms and houses and head for Oklahoma.

