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Reporters, who had finally reached the site by early January were writing first hand accounts of how the group was mostly Union veterans, members of the G.A.R.(Grand Army of the Republic-the Union veterans organization)and good Republicans.

By January 15, 1885, 600 U.S. soldiers and three large cannon had arrived from Fort Reno.  Tensions were high.  Would President Arthur order the U.S. Army to fire on U.S. citizens and Union veterans?  The Republicans had just lost the White House to the Democrat Grover Cleveland.  How would it look in the papers if Arthur ordered the attack on “war veterans?” The Republicans might not ever again be able to elect a President!

Col. Edward Hatch-commander of the 600 soldiers from Fort Reno had a better idea.  He had his army surround the encampment and cut off their supply line from Arkansas City.  By Jan. 25 the settlers were out of food and allowed the army to escort them back to Kansas.

THE RESULTS-the incident on Stillwater Creek so frightened  Congress that they were willing to listen to President Cleveland’s idea that they negotiate new treaties with the Creek and Seminole Indians giving clear title to the Oklahoma District to the U.S. Government paving the way for opening the area to homesteading four years later.  The “showdown” on Stillwater Creek finally forced the government to act.

