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Today’s Lesson Title: STILLWATER-WHERE OKLAHOMA BEGAN-on Nov. 28, 1884, David Payne and his assistant William Couch met in the dining room of a Wellington, Kansas hotel(just south of Wichita and just above what is now the Oklahoma border) to plan one more attempt to settle on the Unassigned Lands(or Oklahoma District as it was now beginning to be called).  This time they would attempt to settle on Stillwater Creek-approximately 60 miles south of Arkansas City but close enough to get mail, needed supplies, and more settlers.  Suddenly, Payne fell face forward into his eggs and bacon and died of a massive heart attack.  Hundreds of grieving “boomers” collected enough money to bury him in a steel casket with the idea they would dig him up and rebury him in Oklahoma after it became a state.

Couch takes command-the death of Payne made the “boomers” even more determined to settle near Stillwater Creek.  On Dec. 8, Couch led 200 settlers south to Stillwater Creek.  When they arrived they immediately began building cabins and a fort.  Unlike the past, this time they were determined to fight to stay on the land.  But for two weeks no one showed up to fight.

On Dec. 24, 50 soldiers from Camp Russell(near present day Langston) showed up and tried to arrest the settlers but very quickly the settlers(now 320 in number)demonstrated they were ready to fight.  The 9th Cavalry withdrew and called for re-enforcements from Fort Reno.

By January 1, 1885, eastern newspapers were beginning to print stories about 428 armed Civil War veterans camped on someplace  in   Indian   Territory called   “Stillwater Creek.”   

