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Elias Boudinot-was a Cherokee editor who owned  newspapers in Tahlequah and Muskogee.  In 1879, he began writing a series of articles calling for the settlement by U.S. citizens of the Unassigned Lands under the provisions of the Homestead Act.  These articles were reprinted in newspapers in Wichita, Kansas City, and St. Louis.

DAVID L. PAYNE-was the doorkeeper of the U.S. Congress and a Union Army veteran of the Civil War.  He saw Boudinot’s articles and saw the opportunity to build a political career by “booming” for the white settlement of the Unassigned Lands in Indian Territory.  He led his first group of “boomers” to where Oklahoma City is today in 1880.  He was promptly evicted by Buffalo Soldiers(the 10th Cavalry-black soldiers)from Fort Reno.  He returned with more “boomers” in 1881.  This time he was arrested and hauled before Hangin Judge Parker in Fort Smith.  Although Payne was convicted of trespassing on Indian lands Parker let him go because he had neither money or property to pay the $1000 fine levied against him.  Payne continued leading “boomers” into Indian Territory in 1882, 1883, and 1884 and each time the 10th Cavalry evicted him.

SO DID PAYNE’S EFFORTS DO ANY GOOD?  Yes, he got a lot of publicity in the newspapers and U.S. citizens who didn’t own any property began to dream about a new life in some place called Oklahoma.

