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Today’s Lesson Title:  BOOMER OR SOONER?- people your age mostly think it’s about football teams.  You go to an OU game and you see two ponies named Boomer and Sooner pulling a covered wagon and you think-cool!  You go to an OSU game and see Bullet carrying a cowboy with a big mustache and you think-“cool!”  Well, I’m here to tell you that it’s about more than cool.  It’s about real people in a real struggle to survive-it’s about life and death!  This week we are going to focus on the  seven LAND RUNS which opened Indian Territory to European-American settlers.

THE HOMESTEAD ACT-you who were with me in the first semester recall we talked about the three parties who formed the Republican Party in 1854-the Know Nothings who were anti-immigrants, the abolitionists who were against slavery, and the Free Soil Party who wanted to give Public lands away to U.S. citizens.  Lincoln was elected the first Republican President in 1860.  In 1862, the Republican Party passed the Homestead Act which would give any U.S. citizen over 21 years of age 160 acres if they would live on it for at least five years.   After the Civil War the Republican-controlled Congress passed the Morrill Act which provided land grant colleges to be established wherever the Homestead Act was applied(that’s how OSU got started).  

THE UNASSIGNED LANDS-were a spot in the middle of Indian Territory where Cleveland, Oklahoma, Logan, Kingfisher, and Payne Counties are today.  This area had not been given to any of the Indian tribes moved to Indian Territory.

