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arrested Procter on charges of first degree murder(he had also killed several Indians).  The trial date was set for April 11, 1872 at the Goingsnake Courthouse(near Stillwell in present day Adair County northeast of Tahlequah).  Word came that Federal Marshals were going to try and arrest Procter. So for security reasons the trial was moved to a nearby school.  On April 15, 1873 Federal Marshals from Fort Smith burst into the courtroom in the middle of the trial and attempted to take Procter.  A shootout occurred which left seven U.S. Marshals and six Lighthorsemen dead.  As the result of this incident the U.S. Government realized it had to do something to re-enforce its jurisdiction over the lawless area.

JUDGE ISAAC PARKER-was appointed Federal Judge of the Western District of Arkansas at Fort Smith in 1875.  Over the next 21 years he would hang 88 murderers and rapists earning himself the name “Hangin Judge Parker.”  He sent Federal Marshals into Indian Territory to round up the accused-whether U.S. citizens or Indians who had committed crimes against U.S. citizens.  More than a 100 U.S. Marshals   lost their life carrying out Parker’s arrest warrants.  But little by little through his efforts the U.S. courts established their jurisdiction over Indian Territory and brought relative peace and safety to the “untamed frontier” of what we now called Oklahoma.

