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Today’s Lesson Title:  LAW AND ORDER IN INDIAN TERRITORY IN THE 1870s and 80s-the problem was in 1870 the area called Indian Territory on maps and generally shaped like Oklahoma is today(without the panhandle)had no legal status.  It was the area given to various Indian tribes by treaty but it wasn’t a legally organized territory(under Federal law) and it wasn’t a state.  So as U.S. citizens poured into the area,

 who would have legal jurisdiction if U.S. citizens committed crimes or citizens had crimes committed against them by noncitizens(Indians)?  Today’s lesson will focus on how all this got worked out.

The Lighthorsemen-were the Indian police.  They rode smaller, faster ponies and carried lots of guns.  When they captured an accused murderer or rapist they would tie him to a tree and execute him by firing squad.  After the Indian police had done this to several U.S. citizens, family members of the executed began to complain their due process rights had been ignored.  The Lighthorsemen resented Federal Marshals because U.S. Marshals could arrest Indians who committed crimes against U.S. citizens, but U.S. citizens who committed crimes against Indians could not be arrested by Lighthorsemen because the government believed Indian police tended to ignore citizen’s due process rights(which was true).

THE GOINGSNAKE COURTHOUSE AFFAIR-brought the tension between the Federal Marshals and the Lighthorsemen to a head in April 1872. Zeke Procter was a full blooded Cherokee who came to Indian Territory on the Trail of Tears.  In the process of a robbery he accidentally shot and killed a pregnant  white  woman (a U.S. citizen).    The   Indian   police

