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4.  The trappings of civilization-the trains brought pianos and

     furniture, and the latest styles in clothing & transportation 

    (buggies and carriages).

Liabilities of the Railroads-

1.  The train brought thousands of European-American

      settlers into Indian Territory.  By 1880 there were twice as

     many white people in Indian Territory as Indians and 

     the Indians would be pushed off their land.

2.  The trains brought outlaws-some of the more famous 

    included-  Belle Starr, Bill Doolin,  the Dalton Gang, the

    Youngers.  Indian Territory became a haven for most of

    the criminal rejects of America in the 1870s and 80s.

More than anything else, the railroads changed the “face” of Indian Territory-changing it from red to white.  As whites became the majority of the population they began to dominate the politics and ultimately decided the laws that would govern the area.

Tomorrow we will look at law and order in Indian Territory and discuss Hangin Judge Isaac Parker of Fort Smith.

