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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE RAILROAD COMES TO INDIAN TERRITORY-more than anything else, the coming of train service to Indian Territory changed everything.  Today’s lesson will focus on the coming of the railroads, their benefits to the area and their liabilities.

WHY THEY CAME-the treaties signed with the Indians right after the Civil War required the Indian tribes in Indian Territory to allow the railroads right of ways across the territory.  The railroads began surveying the area in 1872.  By 1882, three railroads crossed what is now Oklahoma.

THE MKT(Missouri, Kansas, and Texas) or what Okies affectionately call the KATY.  It came north from Texas to Muskogee, north to Tulsa, and on to Vinita and finally to Kansas City.  The last 50 miles were completed between Tulsa and Vinita in 1882 to carry the cattle from the cattle pens located on the east side of the river at the 11th Street bridge.

THE ATLANTIC-PACIFIC-ran roughly along where Interstate 40 crosses the state today.  It passed through Fort Smith and on to Amarillo.

THE ATCHISON, TOPEKA, AND SANTA FE –passed east to west across what is now northern Oklahoma and was the last of the three lines to be built.

Benefits of the Railroads included-

1.  Grain and beef could be moved more quickly and cheaply

      to eastern markets causing agriculture to grow in value in

      Indian Territory.

2.  The lumber industry grew in what is now Oklahoma.

3.  It brought passenger service to an area that had been isol-

     ated from most of the rest of the United States.

