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THE CATTLE DRIVES-it was hard, dirty, and exhausting work.  Usually it took six to eight weeks to drive three thousand head of Longhorns to their destination.  Sometimes, a cowboy spent 24 hours in the saddle without sleep.  The rookies had to ride drag(follow behind the herd where they ate a lot of dust).  They slept on the ground and ate on the run.  But the food was good(usually a Mexican cook) and they were paid well.

THE ROMANTICIZING OF THE COWBOY-was mostly accomplished through the efforts of three Wild West Shows-two of which had their home base in what is now Oklahoma:

1.  Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show out of Denver.

2.  Pawnee Bill’s Wild West show out of Pawnee, Ok.

3.  The Miller Brother’s 101 Ranch Wild West Show out of 

     Ponca City, Ok.

These wild west shows along with the invention of the rodeo created and have kept alive the myth that the cowboy has made a larger contribution to American Culture than he really did make.  And of course Hollywood and TV has added to the myth.

