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HOW OUR CLIMATE HAS SHAPED OUR HISTORY

Someone joked if Tulsa ever does host a bowl game it’ll probably be called the “Dust Bowl.”  Whatever we might call a bowl game most of America has some rather bizarre ideas about our climate.  But in fairness they do sometimes see some horrific scenes on their national news-like the F-5 tornado that destroyed a large section of Oklahoma City on May 4, 1999 and killed 44 people.  And they watch the weather in July and see that we have more days over 100 degrees than anywhere else in North America.

The Spanish called us Quivira(hell) because of the heat they first encountered in the 1540s.  Of course they were wearing full body armor in July(well dressed gentlemen always wore full body armor).  It could get to 180 degrees inside the armor and of course they would die.  When the U.S. government began moving northern Indian tribes to Oklahoma in the 1830s the Indians said they were being sent to hell.

The Indians learned early on to spend July in South Dakota instead of here.

Later, an army officer toured our area in 1820, went back to Washington and wrote a book.  In the middle of the book was a fold out map and where Oklahoma and Kansas are he had labeled it “THE GREAT AMERICAN DESERT.”  All of these images would result in Oklahoma being the last place settled by Americans in North America.  We became the last frontier.
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It is located north of Norman near Oklahoma City(makes sense).  It was featured in the movie Twister.  It has brought a

