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Today’s Lesson Title:  COWBOYS-to watch the movies and TV you’d never know that most of the cowboys lived and worked in what is now Oklahoma.  Today’s lesson will focus on cowboys, cattle trails, and the “romanticizing of the old west.”

Cowboys-part fact and part myth.  The facts include one out of six were African-Americans(ex-slaves), one out of six were Latinos, and four out of six were European-Americans.  All were paid the same.  In fact it was the only job in North America that paid minorities the same as whites.  Another fact has to do with the shortness of the cowboy period.  It only lasted from 1866 until 1886.  From the movies and television one would get the idea the cowboy period lasted  100 years.  

THE CATTLE TRAILS-went north from Texas to Kansas where the railroads were.  So most of the cattle were driven across what is now Oklahoma.  Thousands of wild Longhorn cattle roamed Texas(descendents of Spanish cattle lost by explorers like Coronado).  Three of the most famous trails crossed what is now our state:

1.  The Chisholm Trail-started at Fort Worth, passed through 

      what is now Lawton, north to near where Enid is today and

      ended at either Dodge City or Abilene, Kansas.

2.  The Western Trail-started at San Antonio, went through 

     what is today western Oklahoma(through Clinton and 

     Woodward) and ended at Dodge City.

3.  The Shawnee Trail-started at San Antonio and ended at

     Kansas City passing through what is now Tulsa(crossing the

     Arkansas River near Sandy Park Apartments and going 

     north along what is now 49th West Avenue in west Tulsa).

