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3.  Windmills-factories in Chicago in the 1850s invented new 

     variations on an old contrivance.  They made them of metal. 

     Unlike east of the Mississippi where a well only had to be

     ten or fifteen feet deep, on the southern plains water is 

     often at least five hundred feet down.  It takes too long to

     pump it to the surface by hand.  Windmills made fresh 

     water possible in a very dry climate.

4.  Trains-women were just not willing to move away from 

     their families back east until there was an easy way to go

     home once in a while.  When the trains came to the plains

     more and more and more settlers came to stay.  By 1880 

     three railroads crossed Indian Territory bringing thousands

     of European-American settlers.

5.  The “soddy.”  There are few trees in most of what is now 

     called Oklahoma.  Few pioneers could afford lumber ship-

     ped from back east to build a house.  In the 1870s sod plows

     were invented and settlers on the plains began living in 

     soddies which were warm in the winter and cool in the 

     summers. However, they tended to leak in a rainstorm and 

     they couldn’t keep out snakes, rats, or spiders. 

6.  Barbed wire-back east people built fences out of split rails.

     There just weren’t enough trees in the southern plains to do

     that.  In 1873, a farmer in Iowa named Joseph Glidden 

     solved the problem by inventing barbed wire or what we 

     Okies refer to as “bobwire.”   By 1880, most ranches in

     Indian Territory were fenced with the stuff.

The availability of these six items made it possible for European-American settlers to move into Indian Territory in large numbers by the 1880s.

