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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE CHANGING FACE OF INDIAN TERRITORY-the 1870s and 80s brought huge changes to Indian Territory.  By 1880 the white population far outnumbered the Indian population.  The area became a haven for outlaws.  The birth of an American myth occurred in what is now our state.  Today and all of this week we will focus on the changing face of what had been the “home of the red man.”

THE TAMING OF THE PLAINS-most U.S. History books of 50 years ago claimed that the American frontier was settled with the help of the ax, Kentucky Long Rifle and the raft.  But if you have explored the area that is now Oklahoma somehow all three tools don’t quite fit with our reality.  For example, most of our rivers and streams dry up in the hot summer months rendering any kind of boat almost totally useless for transportation.  Two thirds of what is now Oklahoma has few trees-again making an ax mostly useless.  And as for a single shot, muzzle loading rifle-well, by the time you get it loaded and fire that one shot some Comanche kid will have already riddled your body with fifteen or twenty arrows.  So much for the rifle.  So what inventions did it take to settle the southern plains?

SIX INVENTIONS THAT MADE WHITE SETTLEMENT OF OUR AREA POSSIBLE

1.  The Steel Plow-in the 1840s, a blacksmith living in Grand

     Detour, Illinois by the name of John Deere, invented a steel

     plow tough enough to cut tough prairie.

2.  The “six shooter”-in  1836, a 17 year old named Samuel 
     Colt invented the first revolver.  Twelve shots gave you a 

     better chance in a fight with hostile Indians.

