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CULTURAL IGNORANCE CAN KILL-the tribal fathers went to the Indian Agent in charge and asked permission to build their traditional Pawnee houses-a round structure made of cottonwood logs and covered with a mountain of dirt.  The house maintains a constant temperature of 62 degrees summer and winter.  The Indian Agent was under strict instructions from the Grant Administration in Washington to not allow the Pawnee to do anything traditional.  They must be forced to live like white men as soon as possible.  So the agent said no.  The agent rode to Wichita and bought three hundred canvas army tents(each would hold 20 people).  These were set up along the banks of Black Bear Creek.

A HARSH WINTER-the winter of 1876-1877 in Indian Territory was brutal.  1500 of the oldest and youngest Pawnee died.  The fall of 1877 the U.S. Government still hadn’t provided lumber to build “white men houses” and the Pawnee spent a second winter in the tents.  Another 1500 died that winter.  By the summer of 1878 only 2000 of the 5000 Pawnee were still alive.  Depression set in.  Whites in Indian Territory began to illegally sell alcohol to the Indians. By 1890(14 years later)only 400 Pawnee remained.

The Grant Administration meant well.  They were just trying to get the Plains Indians to fit in with white culture.  But how very different history might have turned out if an Indian Agent had ignored the ignorance coming from Washington and allowed the Pawnee to make adult decisions instead of treating them like children.

