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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE PAWNEE INDIANS-A CASE STUDY IN CULTURAL IGNORANCE- on June 27, 1876, the Plains Indians proved once and for all they were neither children nor victims that needed protecting.  On that day 8000 Sioux Indians surrounded General George Armstrong Custer and 225 members of the 4th Cavalry near the Little Bighorn River in southern Montana.  Custer and his men were dead in 45 minutes.  To make the incident even worse the Indian women went  onto the battlefield and mutilated the dead soldiers’ bodies.  Indians believed a mutilated body could not rejoin the “Great Spirit” in the afterlife-in other words the Indians were sending the soldiers to hell.  When the newspapers carried the story public opinion toward the Indians changed overnight.  A call to round them up and move them to Indian Territory rose across the land.  Today’s lesson will focus on one tribe’s story-the Pawnee.

THE PAWNEE-were native to southern Nebraska but had lived for a time in northern Indian Territory in the 1760s and 1770s.  They were the only Plains Indian tribe to never declare war on the U.S. Government.  They had always sided with the United States during the Indian Wars.

REMOVAL TO INDIAN TERRITORY-although the government was already planning to move them south before the Little Bighorn incident public pressure sped up the process in the fall of 1876.  By late September the U.S. Army had rounded up the Pawnee  and started them walking south.  They arrived on Black Bear Creek(55 miles northwest of Tulsa) in mid-November.  No houses were ready to receive the 5000 Pawnee in their new home.

