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Indians were independent of one another with no formal government with which to negotiate a treaty.  So Grant, believing the Indians were mostly unorganized and really like big children concluded treaties were not appropriate with the Plains Indians.  Instead, the U.S. Government would negotiate non-binding “agreements” with the Indians-which the government could change quickly if the Indians needed protecting(note: the Plains Indians would prove in the summer of 1876 they were neither children nor victims needing protection).

GRANT’S INDIAN POLICY- was driven by the idea of assimilation-the Indian had to be forced to “fit in” with white culture.  Grant’s Indian policy had three parts:

1. Force Indians to become food/producers instead of food/
    gatherers.  Each Indian would be given an allotment of 160 

    acres.  He would build a “white man’s house,” fence off his

    land and farm.  The problem with this was Indian men saw 

    growing food and managing tamed animals as women and 

    children’s  work and demeaning for a man.  He refused to 

    do it and white men said he was lazy.

2. They must be educated in white culture.  An Indian boy

    of 5 would be taken from his mother, shipped back east to

    an Indian boarding school run by missionaries like Carlisle 
    Indian Institute in Pennsylvania.  But the problem was 

    when at 18 he returned dressed in a white man’s suit the  

    Indians rejected him and no white man would give him a 

    decent paying job.  He no longer fit in either world.

3. The destruction of the buffalo-the trains brought 

    buffalo hunters to the plains.  The Grant Administration 

    allowed the hunters to destroy 6 million buffalo which

    ended  up  destroying   Plains    Indian culture.
