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Today’s Lesson Title:  GRANT’S INDIAN POLICY-U.S. Grant was a great General but much less effective as a President.  He tended to trust some of his friends too much.  Some of those friends stole from the government.  Others gave Grant very bad advice.  Some of the worst advice he got was about how to handle the Indians. Though well intended, much of the advice was based on cultural ignorance.  And cultural ignorance can get people hurt and even killed. Today and tomorrow’s lessons will deal with Grant’s Indian Policy.

The Sand Creek Massacre-occurred in the summer of 1864. While the U.S. Army was busy back east fighting the Civil War, the Colorado State Militia(weekend warriors) surrounded an Arapahoe-Cheyenne encampment on Sand Creek in Colorado and opened fire.  It turned out to be mostly  unarmed old people and children.  The militia killed all of them.  When the stories were run in the newspapers “Christian America” cried for something to be done. The Plains Indians were “children that must be protected from evil white men.”  This idea of victim and needing protection came to drive most of the government’s policy after the Civil War was over.

FROM TREATIES TO AGREEMENTS-from the beginning of the U.S. Government, the government had always treated the Indian tribes as sovereign-self governing nations.  From the Treaty of Hopewell(1787) until 1871 this was government policy.  So why did the policy change?  Partly, because the U.S. Government saw Indians as children that needed to be protected but also because the Indian tribes on the plains were still food/gatherers following the buffalo herds.  Unlike earlier Indian nations which had organized governments the Plains

