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Today’s Lesson Title:  CAMPAIGNS AGAINST THE INDIANS IN INDIAN TERRITORY-although the western tribes living in western Indian Territory were given their lands by treaty they wouldn’t stay on them.  They were still food gatherers-following the buffalo herds.  In 1868, Grant was elected President.  Almost immediately the government became more aggressive in its attempts to conquer the Plains Indians and get them to stay on their own land.  Today’s lesson will focus on some of those attempts.

The Battle of the Washita-was fought late in 1868 against the Cheyenne in far western Oklahoma(near present day Elk City).  George Armstrong Custer, youngest General in the Civil War was sent to force the Cheyenne to move back onto their land.  Custer and his men surrounded the Cheyenne camp attacking at dawn.  Custer’s army captured several thousand Cheyenne ponies and killed them so the Indians wouldn’t have any way to follow the buffalo anymore.

Jacksboro,  Texas-three Kiowas from Indian Territory escaped the territory and murdered several white families around Jacksboro, Texas in 1871.  This incident seemed to point out the need for Grant’s Administration to become even more aggressive in trying to contain the Indians in Indian Territory.

THE RED RIVER WAR OF 1874-75-was fought with the Comanche under the leadership of a half Comanche-half white named Quannah Parker.  After killing several U.S. citizens in the Texas panhandle, Parker and his warriors were captured and brought back to Indian Territory.

Geronimo-was perhaps the most famous Indian from the area.  In the late 1870s he terrorized the southwest.

