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THE PAWNEE, OTOE, NEZ PERCE, AND TONKAWAWS-were moved into the Cherokee Outlet in the 1870s.  The Nez Perce, originally from western Montana were only moved to the south after their leader Chief Joseph led his people on a heroic journey attempting to escape from the U.S. Army into Canada.

Most of the Nez Perce died from the heat after they were removed to Indian Territory.  The Tonkawaws were the only North American Indian tribe to practice cannibalism.  Most of them also died from the heat after they arrived in Indian Territory.

TREATIES SIGNED WITH WESTERN INDIANS

At the Little Arkansas Council of 1865 the Cheyenne, Arapahoe, and Apache were given what is today northwestern Oklahoma and the panhandle.  The Kiowa and Comanche were given western Indian Territory south of the Cheyenne.

The Medicine Lodge Treaty of 1868-signed at Medicine Lodge, Kansas, formalized the agreement reached at the Little Arkansas Council three years earlier.  But the problem with these agreements was all of the western tribes involved were still food gatherers following the buffalo herds and in their wanderings they were bumping into white settlers with mostly negative results.

Next time we will focus on the U.S. Government’s attempts to get the Indians to stay on the land given to them.

