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Today’s Lesson Title:  HOW OKLAHOMA’S NATURAL RESOURCES HAVE SHAPED OUR HISTORY-Last time we discussed how the Cross Timbers culturally divided the state, how the Great Salt Plains drew humans out onto the plains to trade in salt, and how the shallowness of our rivers held back our population and economic growth.  This lesson will continue to discuss how our natural resources have shaped our history.

OTHER IMPORTANT RIVERS IN OKLAHOMA

The North and South Canadian Rivers-they run from west to east through the middle of the state(through Oklahoma City).  Where cattle could be crossed on the cattle drives from Texas determined where the cattle trails had to be placed and where the cattle trails went would determine where future communities would grow.

The Cimarron River-flows into the Arkansas River where Keystone lake is today.  The Spanish were the first Europeans to see it.  Cimarron is the Spanish word for red.  So all the early maps of Oklahoma refer to it as the Red River which makes it confusing later when we have another Red River further south.

The Illinois River-along the Oklahoma-Arkansas border has brought a lot of tourist dollars into the state(float trips).

The Kiamichi, Boggy, Blue, and Mountain Fork Rivers were all important to the early fur trade between the Indians and the 

French.  The Grand River was also important to the fur trade.

WILDLIFE

It was plentiful where Oklahoma is today and insured humans would settle here.  The Bob White Quail, deer, wild turkey, and coyotes are all native to Oklahoma.

