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Today’s Lesson Title:  RECONSTRUCTION OF INDIAN TERRITORY-although he didn’t live to see it, John Ross’s worst fears came true.  If the five nations chose the wrong side in the Civil War they would end up losing a lot of their land in Indian territory.  Today’s lesson will focus on the U.S. Government’s unique approach to “reconstructing Indian Territory.”

RECONSTRUCTION-in Indian Territory meant an excuse by greedy whites to take more Indian land.  Besides loss of life, loss of civilian property, and divided families, in Indian Territory the result of the Civil War was the loss of more land.

THE FORT SMITH COUNCIL OF 1865-was an attempt by the U.S. government to “reconnect” with the five nations.  The result of the council was:

1.  The U.S. Government signed new treaties with each 

     of the five nations in which they gave up some terri-

     tory as a result of being on the losing side.

2.  The U.S. Government agreed to build new forts in 

     the western part of Indian Territory to keep the 

     Plains Indians(Comanche and Apache) from attack-

     ing the five nations(Fort Reno and Fort Sill).

3.  Abolition of slavery.  The exslaves with become 

     members of the tribes-not citizens of the U.S..

4.  Organize tribes into new tribal governments with 

     new leaders who were inclined to work with the

     U.S. Government.

5.  Whites would not be allowed on Indian land unless

     they married an Indian.
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WASHINGTON PEACE TREATY OF 1866-cost the 

Confederate Indians the most.  It called for:

1.  Confederate Creeks and Cherokees had to give up 

     some of their land to the Creeks and Cherokees 

     who had remained loyal to the Union.

2.  The freed slaves had to be adopted into the Indian

     tribes and given some Indian land.  During the post 

     Civil War period several black towns were born 

     and began to prosper.

3.  Confederate Creeks were required to pay for all the

     loyal Creek property they took or destroyed when

     the loyal Creeks fled north to Kansas.

4.  All of those who sided with the Confederacy had to

     give up land that would be used to resettle new 

     Indian tribes in Indian Territory from all over the 

     United States.

5.  All of the tribes had to give up some land for rail-

     road right of ways so the railroads could build 

     across Indian Territory.

LEWIS DOWNING-was a Union man and became chief of the Cherokee after John Ross died in 1865.  He served the tribe until the 1880s and re-established a positive relationship with the U.S. Government.

THE CREEKS-were bitterly divided after the war.  For the next 30 years they continued to fight and kill one another under leaders like Checotah, Harjo Sands(Oktarsars) and Isparchechar .  Of the five nations the Creeks had the hardest time putting the war behind them.   
