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The J.R. Williams incident-the J.R. Williams was a Union steamboat loaded with millions of dollars of Union Army supplies.  On June 15, 1864, Stand Waite and his guerilla warriors captured it near present day Webber’s Falls and used the supplies to keep fighting.

THE BATTLE OF CABIN CREEK-just south of Vinita was the last major Confederate victory in Indian Territory.  On September 19, 1864, Waite and his Confederate warriors won the skirmish and captured 300 Union supply wagons full of Union supplies.  Although the Confederates got enough equipment to keep fighting things were going badly for the Confederacy back east in Virginia.  

THE END OF THE WAR-on April 9, 1865, Robert E. Lee surrendered to U.S. Grant effectively ending the Civil War.  When word finally reached Indian Territory General Kirby Smith surrendered what was left of the white Confederate Army fighting in Indian Territory on May 26, 1865.  Brigadier General Stand Waite was the last Confederate General to surrender-surrendering his Confederate warriors in July 1865.

THE PRICE OF WAR-“war breaks things.”  And it ended up breaking more in Indian Territory than anywhere else in the United States.

1.  It killed a higher percentage of the population than any-

     where else in North America(some estimates run as high as

     25 percent of the population).

2.  More civilian-noncombatant property was lost(animals &

     buildings-the loyal Creeks lost everything).

3.  Families divided-family divisions that continued for the  

     next one hundred years(Indians tend to have long 

     memories of old grievances).
