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Today’s Lesson Title:  CIVIL WAR BATTLES IN AND AROUND INDIAN TERRITORY-part II-in today’s lesson we will focus on the last three years of the Civil War as it was fought in Indian Territory.

SUBDUING THE CHEROKEE NATION-  In July, 1862, the Union Army re-entered Indian Territory and captured Tahlequah.  John Ross and his family were arrested and removed to Washington D.C. where Ross died at the end of the war.

THE WEER EXPEDITION- in late Spring, 1863 the Union Army under the command of Captain William Weer re-opened Fort Gibson and began to take control of Indian Territory once more.

THE BATTLE OF HONEY SPRINGS-was the largest Civil War battle fought in Indian Territory.  Fought on July 17, 1863, near Rentiesville the Union won.  Some have called the battle at Honey Springs the Gettysburg of Indian Territory because after the battle the Union began to once more control Indian Territory.

Guerilla Warfare-after the Battle of Honey Springs organization among Confederate soldiers in Indian Territory began to fall apart.  With the re-capture of the Cherokee Nation and Union dominance in the area Stand Waite no longer had a government to back him up.   He and several thousand loyal Confederate warriors abandoned their uniforms and  began using guerilla tactics.  The Creek Civil War intensified with the Confederate Creeks seizing the land abandoned by the loyal Creeks who had escaped to Kansas.  Families were divided and began killing one another.

