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THE BATTLE OF CHUSTENALAH-occurred on December 26, 1861 just north of present day Skiatook.  This time the Confederates sent Stand Waite who defeated the loyal Creeks.  But because a huge blizzard blew up the Creeks managed to get away to Kansas.  Even so, many of the Creeks lost arms and legs to frostbite as a result of the ordeal.

THE BATTLE OF PEA RIDGE-occurred in early March 1862 in northwestern Arkansas.  It was the largest Civil War battle fought west of the Mississippi River.  Stand Waite and his Cherokee Confederates joined the battle.  The Union won.  Waite and his Indian soldiers were accused of scalping dead Union soldiers.  The Cherokee decided after Pea Ridge to confine their contribution to the  war effort to Indian Territory.

