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Today’s Lesson Title:  CIVIL WAR BATTLES IN AND AROUND INDIAN TERRITORY, part I-there were 64 battles or “incidents” related to the Civil War that occurred in Indian Territory or close by.  Today, we will focus on those battles and “incidents.”

THE BATTLE OF WILSON’S CREEK-took place the summer of 1861 southwest of Springfield, Missouri and close enough to Indian Territory to convince John Ross, Principal Chief of the Cherokee that the Confederates would win the Civil War.  After the Battle of Wilson’s Creek Ross agreed to sign Pike’s Treaty with the Confederate States of America. 

Stand Waite-a Cherokee, was the only full-blooded Native American to serve as a General in the Civil War.  He would lead the Confederate forces in Indian Territory.

THE CREEKS-were bitterly divided.  Opothleyahola called for a meeting on the western edge of the Creek Nation.  Groups loyal to the Union from all the nations attended.  It was decided that they should make a run for it.  Confederate forces found out about their intent and began to pursue the group.

THE BATTLE OF ROUND MOUNTAIN-was the first Civil War Battle fought in Indian Territory.  On November 19, 1861, Opothleyahola and the loyal Creeks won the battle.  Then the group of 6,000 moved to a second hiding place near the spot where the Tulsa Zoo is today.

THE BATTLE OF BIRD CREEK-occurred in early December, 1861.  Once more Opothleyahola forced the Confederates to retreat.  Once more the loyal Creeks sought a third hiding place-this time a little closer to Kansas.

