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government and Jefferson Davis to negotiate treaties with the five nations.  The U.S. Government was so busy trying to survive they closed their forts in Indians Territory and forgot all about the Indians.  

SO WHO SIGNED THE TREATIES?

Cherokees-were divided at first.  John Ross knew if they chose the wrong side they could lose everything.  For almost a year they were neutral, but then they signed.

Choctaws and Chickasaws-signed immediately.  They were unanimous in their support of the south.  They owned big plantations and lots of slaves.

Seminoles-remained neutral at first but eventually signed the treaty with the south.

Creeks-were the most divided.  The descendants of the “redsticks” were solid for the south.  The followers of Opothleyahola were solidly for the north.  The result was the Creeks fought their own “civil war” that continued on five years after the big war was over.  To save the Creek Indians still loyal to the U.S. Government, Opothleyahola would have to somehow get his 2000 Creeks north into Kansas.  Most of the Civil War battles in Indian Territory were related to his effort to get his people to safety.

