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Today’s Lesson Title:  CIVIL WAR COMES TO INDIAN TERRITORY-“war breaks things.”  And a Civil War “breaks” a lot more than a war waged with a foreign country in a far off place.  The Civil War of 1861-1865 was the most disruptive-destructive thing that has happened in U.S. History.  And a strong argument can be made it was the most destructive in the United States right here in Indian Territory.  This week we will focus on the war and the “reconstruction” of Indian Territory after the war.

THE GOLDEN YEARS-that’s what historians call 1846-1861 in Indian Territory.  The five nations prospered in their new home.  The Choctaws and Chickasaws planted cotton along the Red River, grew wealthy, and built mansions.  The Cherokees and Creeks established herds of horses and cattle.  Even the Seminole began to settle down to life in their new home and prosper from farming.  It was a time of peace and prosperity.

SO WHY DID MOST OF THE INDIANS SIDE WITH THE SOUTH?

1.  Most of the Indian Agents and missionaries working

     with the Indians were southerners who’s families 

     back east sided with the south.

2.  The Indians were southerners and owned slaves.

3.  Arkansas and Texas sided with the south.  The five

     nations were for the most part surrounded by Con-

     federate States(except for Kansas).

4.  In the first year most of the battles were won by the

     south and the Indians knew they better be on the

     winning side or they would lose their land.             

5.  Commissioner  Albert Pike-was sent by the Confederate

