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Territory.  The first came in 1832.  Washington Irving, America’s first fiction writer of any fame came with the soldiers to Fort Gibson.  They traveled north to where Tulsa and Sand Springs are today.  When he returned back east he wrote a book about the area titled Tour of the Prairies.  Later in the decade Captain  Henry Leavenworth led a peace keeping expedition across southern Indian Territory.  He brought the famous western artist George Catlin along who painted pictures of Indian culture in Indian Territory. 

THE ILLINOIS CAMPGROUND MEETING OF 1846-by 1846 the Cherokee had had enough of killing.  John Ross called a meeting on the banks of the Illinois River just north of Tahlequah.  The three parties made peace, organized a new government and elected John Ross their Chief.  All total,  he led the Cherokee for 38 years. 

SLAVERY IN INDIAN TERRITORY-the five nations brought approximately 6000 African-American slaves with them to Indian Territory.  Unlike whites, Indians didn’t think of their slaves as inferior to themselves.  Many of the Indians married their slaves and freed their children.  Later, after the 13th Amendment was passed in 1865 these ex-slaves became members of the five nations(not U.S. citizens) 

1846-1861-as historians look back over the last 160 years of Indian history in Oklahoma the fifteen years immediately preceding the Civil War were the most prosperous for the Indians in Indian Territory.  They planted cotton, grazed cattle, grew wealthy and built mansions.  They adopted European-American culture and lived at peace.  But after 1861 all that would change. 

