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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE TRAIL OF TEARS-part II-A New Home-the “tears” did not end for the Cherokee with their arrival in Indian Territory.  Today’s lesson will focus on the continuing sadness that enveloped the tribe after it arrived in what is now Oklahoma.

A DIVIDED TRIBE-actually there were three groups of Cherokees living in Indian Territory by 1839.  Approximately 3000  Cherokee known as “Old Settlers” had lived here since about 1795.  The Treaty Party arrived in 1836.  The Ross Party arrived in 1839.  There was much bitterness between the Treaty Party and the Ross Party.  Members of the Ross Party felt the leaders of the Treaty Party had “sold them all out” by signing the Treaty of New Echota in 1835.  On the night of June 29, 1839, members of the Ross Party murdered Elias Boudinot, Major Ridge, and John Ridge.  This was the beginning of almost seven years of civil war among the Cherokee.

THE STOKES COMMISSION-almost immediately there were problems with the native tribes in western Indian Territory.  Both the Commanches and Kiowas felt threatened by the presence of the “newcomers” from back east.  They led several raids on the Chickasaws and Choctaws.  President Van Buren established the Stokes Commission to negotiate treaties between the natives and the new tribes moved into the area.  But many were killed in the years immediately following the arrival of the Ross Party of Cherokees.

THE DRAGOON EXPEDITIONS-were groups of U.S. soldiers sent from Missouri and Arkansas to keep peace among the Indians.  The two most famous expeditions occurred during the 1830s while the five nations were being resettled in Indian  

.

