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northern Georgia and whites wanted the Indian land.

THE  TREATY OF NEW ECHOTA-by 1835 three leaders of the Cherokees believed removal was inevitable.  They decided to make the best deal they could with the government.  On December 29, 1835, the leaders of the Treaty Party-Elias Boudinot, Major Ridge, and John Ridge signed a treaty with the government agreeing to move west.  Of the 16,000 Cherokee still living east of the Mississippi only 2,000 agreed with them and started west.  The majority-14,000 listened to John Ross(one eighth Cherokee) and refused to move.  

THE TRAIL OF TEARS-the majority of the Cherokee were still refusing to honor the treaty signed at New Echota as late as November 1838. They still hadn’t started west.  President Van Buren ordered General Winfield Scott to take several thousand soldiers south and forcibly move them west.  The Cherokee were taken from their homes in the middle of the night with only the clothes on their backs and forced to start walking west just as an unusually harsh winter was beginning.  Thousands died on the trip-of the 14,000 who were forced to move only about 9,000 lived to see Indian Territory.  A ferry boat sank at Memphis crossing the Mississippi-450 drowned.  When the old couldn’t walk any more they’d sit down in the middle of the road and the soldiers would shoot them through the head so the rest of the family wouldn’t stop and freeze to death.  They walked 1000 miles--generally along the route where I-40 is today.  You can still see Cherokee graves along the interstate. A few resisted moving west by hiding in the Smoky Mountains near where Cherokee, North Carolina is today.

