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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE TRAIL OF TEARS-part I-the worst has yet to be told.  Of the five nations the Cherokee suffered the most in  the removal.  Part of it was the government’s fault.  Part of the fault lies with the Cherokee.  Today and tomorrow we will focus on the Cherokee experience in what has come to be called the Trail of Tears.

ONE LAST STAND-Samuel Worcester-an unlikely hero.  Bookish, scholarly-yet it turned out a missionary with “steel hard resolve.”  The Georgia state legislature passed a law requiring all inhabitants of Georgia to swear a loyalty oath to the State of Georgia.  Worcester claimed the Cherokees were a sovereign nation and not subject to such laws.  He sued to stop the state from enforcing the law on the Cherokees.  It went all the way to the Supreme Court.  John Marshall, the old Federalist Chief Justice(appointed in 1800 by John Adams) and the Federalist majority on the court sided with Worcester(Worcester v. the State of Georgia 1832).  When President Jackson(a Democrat) heard how Marshall and the court had ruled he said “let Marshall take whatever army he has to Georgia and enforce the law-I wont.”  In other words Jackson defied the court and could have been impeached for it-except most voters agreed with Jackson when it came to the “Indian Problem”-they just needed to move on west.

THE MOST LITERATE TRIBE-whereas the Chickasaw were the wealthiest, the Cherokee became the most educated.  They adopted European-American culture.  They established a national government patterned almost exactly like the U.S. 

Government establishing their capital at New Echota, Georgia.

But none of this mattered.  Gold had been discovered in 

