66

THE CHICKASAWS-were the cousins of the Choctaws and lived in central Mississippi.  They were the wealthiest of the five nations.  In the Treaty of Pontotoc(1832 & 1834) they agreed to give up their land in Mississippi for new land in Indian Territory.  In January, 1837, the Chickasaw signed the Treaty of Doaksville with their Choctaw cousins who had already moved to Indian Territory.  The treaty gave the Chickasaw title to the land west of the Choctaw lands south of what is today Oklahoma City and north of Ardmore. 

EXPLOITATION-everyone knew the Chickasaws were wealthy. White contractors, secured by the government to provide food for the removal, cheated the tribe every way they could.  In spite of the problem of exploitation by whites the Chickasaws had the easiest removal of the five nations.  Most making the trip lived to see Indian Territory.

INDIAN ARISTOCRACY-the Chickasaws lived the most like wealthy white people of the members of the five nations.  They owned large cotton plantations and thousands of slaves.  Because of this reality they received the most crushing blow of all those moved.  A once proud people were reduced to starting all over in an “uncivilized” land.

ONE FINAL SAD NOTE-what the trip west failed to do disease after their arrival accomplished. Within  the first year of their new life in Indian Territory 500 Chickasaw died from smallpox.  Others, accustomed to a life of luxury, died from the harsh conditions imposed by a primitive-frontier, lifestyle.

