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Today’s Lesson title:  THE REMOVAL OF THE SEMINOLE AND THE CHICKASAW-the first to move were the Choctaws.  Then came the Creeks.  Then came the cousins of the Choctaws-the Chickasaws.  After that came the Seminoles, and then finally the Cherokee.  Today’s lesson will focus on the removal of the Seminole and the Chickasaw.  One story is tragic-the other heroic.

THE TREATY OF PAYNE’S LANDING-or sometimes called the Treaty of Fort Gibson was signed by a delegation of Seminole Indians in 1832 who had been enticed to come west and see if land in Indian Territory would be suitable for their people.  Eye-witnesses later claimed the Indian Commissioners got the delegation so drunk they signed away their rights to their land in Florida for new land in Indian Territory.  Whatever really happened we do know for sure what happened next.  When the delegation returned to Florida the great Seminole leader Osceola read it, stuck his knife through it and ordered most of the returning delegation executed.

THE SEMINOLE WARS-rather than be forced to move west by President Jackson the Seminoles retreated southward into the Everglade Swamps.  It would take 20 years to remove them one at a time and put them on ships headed to Indian Territory.  Several times the army managed to get them to the territory only to have the Seminole get away and return to Florida.  At one point Osceola’s African-American wife was kidnapped and murdered by the U.S. Army.  Thousands of U.S. soldiers lost their life in trying to move the Seminoles and their slaves west

in what has come to be known in history as the Seminole Wars.

Osceola never did get moved to Indian Territory.

