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and Choctaws were given this area which is now south central Oklahoma.

THE TREATY OF 1828-signed by the Cherokee gave up all claims they made to land in Arkansas.  In return they got clear title to all of their new land in eastern Indian Territory plus a strip 50 miles wide and 200 miles long across northern Indian Territory that would allow them access to the buffalo herds and the salt at the Great Salt Plains in northwestern Indian Territory.  This strip would come to be known as the Cherokee Outlet or Cherokee Strip.

By the time Andrew Jackson was elected President in 1828, the U.S. Government had gained control through various treaties of the area that was now beginning to be labeled Indian Territory on maps(instead of the earlier designation Western District of Arkansas).  The stage was now set to enact the final scene in the play entitled SOLVING THE INDIAN PROBLEM.

THE PROBLEM WITH EUROPEAN-AMERICANS came from our attitude toward Native Americans.  Sometimes we treated them like victims or little children to be protected.  At other times we tended to treat them like wild animals to be hunted and killed.  Neither attitude allowed Native Americans to be fully what they were-adult human beings worthy of respect.  European attitudes led at times to dependency on the part of Indians and abuse at other times.  Both attitudes reached their fruition during the 1830s with horrible consequences that haunt us to this day.

