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finally passed.  Although it did not force the Indians to move it did allow President Jackson the power to continue to push for removal.

THE TREATY OF DANCING RABBIT CREEK-in September, 1830, 6000 Choctaws met with the Secretary of War John Eaton, at Dancing Rabbit Creek in Noxubee, County

Mississippi. The missionaries who had been working with the Choctaws were not allowed to attend(many in the government felt the missionaries would advise the Choctaws to fight removal).  The treaty was signed in December, 1830.  It established the right of the U.S. Government to force the removal.  The Choctaws would be moved over a three year period-one third of the tribe being moved each year.  The Choctaws got a fair cash settlement.

A NIGHTMARISH TRIP-due to incompetence on the part of the government the Choctaws were not able to start moving until late October, 1832.  The result was they moved in the winter.  Many died on what was beginning to be called the “Trail of Tears” in the newspapers.  The next winter another group of Choctaws was moved west.  A cholera outbreak killed several hundred.  The third winter they tried to load the Choctaws on riverboats but one of the steamboats exploded killing several hundred Choctaws.  The rest refused to board the boats and instead walked west in the snow.  Again, hundreds died.  Although hundreds of Choctaws died in the three years of removal they came through in the best shape of the five nations moved west.

