6

Today’s Lesson Title:  PREHISTORIC OKLAHOMA  AND OUR NATURAL RESOURCES-our state’s natural resources have helped shape our history.  Certainly oil has helped build our cities.  Lumber has fueled the economy of southeastern Oklahoma.  Tapping the Ogallala Aquifer in western Oklahoma has allowed us to produce vast amounts of wheat.  Today’s lesson will explore even more of the wonders of Oklahoma’s natural resources. 

The Cross Timbers-are a dense band of hardwood tree that stretch from Tulsa to just west of Stillwater(about 60 miles wide).  This band of dense trees and undergrowth kept the two halves of Oklahoma human cultures separated culturally for a long time.  Even today, Oklahoma still acts like two different groups of people instead of one state and it all goes back to this geographic feature which for so long separated us.

OUR SOIL-is much more fertile in the western half of the state.  Although it is red it contains enough sand to drain well.

The soil in eastern Oklahoma tends to be rocky and full of too  much clay.  It isn’t as productive as western Oklahoma
OUR FORESTS

We have more kinds of hardwood trees than Europe.  We have 130 varieties of hard wood.  Some of these include oak, walnut,

Pecan, and Elm.  Softwood is predominant in far southeast-where we find an abundance of pine and Cypress.

The Great Salt Plains located on northwestern Oklahoma near Jet and Cherokee, the salt deposits of the Great Salt Plains fueled a brisk trade in salt between the plains Indian tribes.  It is 120 square miles in size and ever since the 1930s it has been

Covered by a shallow lake that has become a refuge for wild 

geese and ducks.

OUR MOUNTAIN RANGES

We have four mountain ranges in Oklahoma.  The Ozarks are located along our eastern border with Arkansas-stretching from Stillwell to the south up to Grove to the north.  The Arbuckle Mountains are along I-35 in south central Oklahoma near Ardmore.  They look like a giant finger pushed along the 

ground, making the surface slide upward at an angle.  The Ouachita(wash e tas) are located in far southeast Oklahoma around Idabel and Hugo.  The Wichita Mountains are also in south central Oklahoma.  Most of these mountains barely qualify as mountains and none reach 3000 feet in height.  Most are home to plentiful numbers of deer, elk, and bears.                                          

OUR RIVERS

