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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE INDIAN REMOVAL ACT-although the Treaty of Doak’s Stand had been signed between the Choctaws and the U.S. Government in 1820, few Choctaws had moved west to their new home.  In fact, most of the members of the five nations in the southeastern part of the United States stayed on their traditional home lands.  But all of that began to change in 1828.  Today’s lesson will focus on the events that finally forced Native Americans to consider the possibility of a new home in “Indian Territory.”

THE ELECTION OF 1828-Andrew Jackson, the Democratic candidate, old Indian fighter, and hero of the Battle of New Orleans, beat John Quincy Adams by a landslide.  Jackson ran primarily on the idea if elected he would solve the Indian Problem once and for all.  Every poor white man in North America understood that to mean Jackson would figure out a way to move the five nations west so they could have “cotton land” in Alabama and Mississippi.

Restrictive Laws-almost immediately, the state legislatures of North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi began passing laws restricting the personal  freedoms of the Indians living in their states.  They passed laws requiring Indians to be off the public roads after 6 pm.  They made it against the law to sell alcoholic beverages to Indians.

They made it against the law for Indian children to attend public schools.
THE INDIAN REMOVAL ACT-John C. Calhoun from South Carolina was the primary creator of the Indian Removal Act.  His idea was to move the Indians to Indian Territory in exchange for their lands in the southeast.  In May, 1830 the Act

