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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE FIRST TO MOVE-some of the members of the five nations were willing to move.  Some were not.  Today’s lesson will focus on those who moved early to “Indian Territory.”

WHO WAS WILLING-generally the “mixed blood” Indians.  As whites moved into the areas near where the Indians lived many inter-married with the whites.  These “mixed blood” members of the tribes were more progressive and open to the idea of removal to Indian Territory.  The “pure bloods” didn’t want to leave their traditional home lands.

The Cherokees-by 1816, Sequoyah(who would later create the first Cherokee alphabet)and several hundred Cherokee had moved west along what is now the border between Oklahoma and Arkansas.  Later, they would be known as the “old order Cherokee” which was a reference to the fact they were the first to arrive in the new homeland.

The Creeks-a few Creeks were already living where Tulsa is today by the time James B. Wilkinson arrived in the area in 1806.

1818-seems to be the year most often cited later as the beginning of the end for the five nations living in the southeast.

Andrew Jackson, who served as an Indian Commissioner(white men appointed by the U.S. Government to deal with the Indians)warned the Indians if they didn’t move west they would probably be killed.  Missionaries like Samuel Worcester-who worked with the Cherokees, Cyrus Kingsbury-who worked with the Choctaws, and Cephas Washburn-who worked with the Chickasaws encouraged their Indian brothers to move west to Indian Territory.

