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nations had adopted European-American culture by 1830.  They lived in wooden or stone houses like whites.  They dressed like whites.  They owned large numbers of slaves and were mostly ranchers-grazing cattle and horses.  They sent their children to public schools and attended churches.

RESENTMENT-because many members of the five nations sided with the British(but not the majority)during the War of 1812, a lot of whites thought the Indians should lose their land. Whites greedy for land didn’t bother to find out who was loyal or not-they thought all Indians should lose their land.

WHERE TO MOVE THEM? –It would need to be some place white people would never want.  What about the “Great American Desert” in the southern Louisiana Purchase?  No white man in his right mind would ever want to live there.  So it would be safe to give it to the Indians.

INDIAN REMOVAL-became the preferred way of solving the “Indian Problem.”  John C. Calhoun, Secretary of War, pushed the idea continually.  Christian missionaries who worked with the Indians supported the idea hoping to save the Indian’s lives from whites who seemed inclined to murder them for their land.  Andrew Jackson, who served as an Indian Commissioner during these years(white men appointed by the U.S. Government to deal with the Indians)warned the Choctaws they would probably be killed if they didn’t move west.

