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Today’s Lesson Title: THE FIVE NATIONS-sometimes mistakenly called the “five civilized tribes” lived in the southeastern part of the United States.  Today’s lesson will focus on where they originally lived and early efforts by the U.S. Government to encourage them to move west.

THE CHEROKEES-lived in northern Georgia, eastern Tennessee, and western North Carolina.  The Cherokees were loyal to Americans in both the French and Indian War and the War for Independence.

THE CREEKS-lived in western Georgia and eastern Alabama south of the Cherokee.  The “Red Sticks” sided with the British during the War for Independence and the War of 1812 but the majority of Creeks were loyal to the U.S. Government in both wars.

THE SEMINOLES-lived in southern Georgia(below the Creeks) and in central Florida.  They stayed out of the white man’s wars.  They owned a lot of African-American slaves and often married their slaves making them the darkest skinned of the five nations.

THE CHOCTAWS-lived in central Mississippi.  

THE CHICKASAWS-lived in northern Mississippi and were the wealthiest of the five nations.  They were considered the “aristocracy”(wealthiest and most European like in behaviors).

ASSIMULATION-means to “fit in.”  In order to get along with the European-Americans moving into their areas  four of the five nations(except for the Seminoles)had adopted a form of government and constitution like that of the United States by 1830.  Most of the Native Americans belonging to the five

