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Today’s Lesson Title:  A NEW POLICY-President Jefferson first suggested it.  Others agreed.  The only way to protect the

“noble red man” was to move him away from the “corrupting influence of the white man.”  And the further the better.  According to Jefferson he then could continue on in “his pure and natural state.”  That idea was a bit naïve.  In reality the red man was as human as the rest of us-subject to the same temptations and flaws.  Still, the idea was born out of Jefferson’s understanding that the red man was fully human and in some ways even superior to European-Americans.  At any rate Jefferson didn’t get it done.  Others would have to move the Indians west.  Today’s lesson will focus on how it finally happened.

COTTON LAND-that’s what poor whites wanted.  All the land in the southern coastal colonies had long ago been bought by rich plantation owners(like Jefferson and Madison).  The only hope of a poor man having a better life was to acquire land and raise cotton.  Thus, after the War of 1812 was won poor whites 

began to push into what is now Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana looking for land on which to raise cotton.  They saw Indians grazing horses and cattle but not raising any kind of cash crop.  They thought they could better utilize the land. 

GOLD-was discovered in Georgia in the early 1820s.  This further tempted white men to try and take Indian land.

THE ELECTION OF 1824-the Federalists got their last President.  The election was a tie between John Quincy Adams (the Federalist) and Andrew Jackson(Democrat)the hero of the  

Battle of New Orleans.  He was also the first candidate almost

elected by the “poor man’s vote” after the property require- 

