52

So how did good Christian-Puritans justify destroying a whole race of people?

The Puritans that settled in New England saw themselves as “God’s chosen people” settling the “promised land”(just like the Jewish people in the Old Testament).  They saw the Indians like the heathen tribes the Israelites had to fight to lay claim to their promised land.  The Indians had heathen behaviors(polygamy among other things) and needed to be destroyed.

THE RIGHT OF CONQUEST-during both the French and Indian War and  the War for Independence most of the Indians sided with the enemies of European-Americans. If you lose in a war you give up your land.  Most British-Americans 

who fought in the French and Indian War assumed they would get the Indian’s land if the French and Indians lost.  But the British issued the Proclamation of 1764 forbidding Americans from moving west of the Appalachian Mountains after the war.

This would be one of the causes of the War for Independence.

During the War for Independence most of the Indians sided with the British.  Again,  when Americans won the war they assumed they would be entitled to a “defeated nation’s land” but again the leaders of the new U.S. Government decided to honor the tradition of dealing with the Indians just as the 
British had-as sovereign nations.  During the War of 1812, the Indians again sided with the British and again when the Americans won the war they assumed they would get Indian land because the Indians had lost the war. But once more the U.S. Government protected Indian sovereignty.  But little by little white resentment was building and would prevail.

